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Press Release San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles’ Upcoming Exhibition: 
Found/Made, an exploration of exchanges between quilt making and art making.

Art and quilts push the boundaries of traditional quiltmaking with repurposed fabrics, unusual 
material and innovative techniques.

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles is pleased to present Found/Made, an exhibition questioning the 
art of quilt making and the conversations one has between art and quilts. The exhibition is guest curated by 
Roderick Kiracofe and opens on July 11. Exhibited in conjunction with Found/Made will be A Slow Fashion 
Movement: Recycled Clothing and Accessories and Transformation: Art From Within.

The ongoing dialogue between artists and quiltmakers continues: the 
exhibition Found/Made explores borrowed strategies and aesthetics, 
experimentation and risk-taking, and unusual and quirky materials.

The quilts that grab our attention and question traditional quiltmaking 
make up Found. Eccentric, odd, and unpredictable quilts highlight the 
improvisational quality of quiltmaking.

Made are works by contemporary artists who create a connection be-
tween art and quilts using physical sections, concepts and techniques 
of found quilts. Many “made” pieces come from artists whose practice 
includes quiltmaking. Ben Venom repurposes both Harley Davidson 
and heavy metal t-shirts to create intense yet intricately pieced quilts. 
Therese May’s portrait quilt also explores figuration with its piecing and 
repurposed fabrics. Sarah Nishiura’s quilts play with abstraction as she 
crafts delicate geometries.

“These objects represented the vestiges of an earlier time. They en-
thralled and intrigued me, and I was hooked.” - Roderick Kiracofe

A Slow Fashion Movement: Recycled Clothing and Accessories
July 11 through September 6, 2015
Fast fashion, while its economic value is powerful, pollutes the environment with toxic wastes as well as moun-
tains of discarded clothing, and fosters unsafe and unethical manufacturing practices. This exhibit illustrates an 
alternative to fast fashion. It showcases a collaborative collection of clothing and accessories produced locally 
by six California artists, using slow fashion methodologies. Come and celebrate the work of designers and 
artists Darcy Fowkes, Margot Silk Forrest, Destiny Carter, Jill Pillot, Angela Elsey, and Marirose Jelicich, and 
enjoy their unique creations.
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About the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles 
The mission of the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles is to promote and celebrate the art, creators, craft, and 
history of quilts and textiles. The Museum is the nexus for fiber artists, art lovers, collectors, quilters, and craft-
ers who share a passion for fiber art and a deep commitment to its preservation and evolution.

Transformation: Art From Within 
September 12 through November 1, 2015
Transformation: Art From Within is an illuminating exhibit that affirms how art enables incarcerated men and 
women in Santa Clara County to tap into their humanity, their spirit and their gifts. Workshops conducted by 
volunteers, under the auspices of CIC Ministries (Correctional Institutions Chaplaincy) at Elmwood Correction-
al Facility in Milpitas, California, provide an opportunity for the inmates to create unique and visually stunning, 
reflective, and thought-provoking works that can touch the very soul of the viewer.


